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I- I Idld not know whether prior to the war there existed any 

plans in Czechoslovakia for the erection of hydrogenation plants 
utiIir-5/ng the Tischer-Xropsch process, but | " | 9RY1 

inprobu la since Czechoslovakia can be supplied from the Rumanian *" 

oil fields at mode rate prices and low freight rates s 

" c This situation did not change until Hitler won the oudeten district 
and^, in the oatir se of the war, gained control over the Protectorate 
of Bohemi a-4ioravia » At first the erection of synthesizing plants was 
not planned, but within the framework of the second four-year plan, 

’work was begun in 1938 on the construction, somewhere near Brues^ of 
a large plant for the production of fuel hr. moans of the Iyl*Farben 
hydrogenation process* Out of this hydrogenation plant grow a need 
for a synthesising plant 0 

The original plan for the hydro gen:, t ion olant provided for a yearly 
production of about 700,000 tons of fuel at the plant* (1) This 
hydro ^nation plant had the following installations; 

a* A carbonization plant with 00 Lurgi earbonlsers for circulation of gases 
(apuolgasschweler ) , To this installation- was attached, a Utrgi 
plant producing gas to be pumped over groat distances (Druckfern- 
gaserzgugung}* The latter plant had an annual capacity of un to 
300x10 cubic motors* (2) 
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b„ A production insL-CJLstion witu units each having a 

capacity of 22,000 cubic motors of pure wator *as per hour| 
an installation for decomposition of air (Lufuzerlegms) v/ith 
ton Linde aooaratus each producing 3,000 cubic micro of 
oxygen par hour* These installations had equipment for pressure 
conversion, Comoro n s ed- car ho n acid washing, compression, and 
hif^i-pressure c arboni c*~oxido cleaning 

c. Installation for the actual hydrogenation. (3) This had a contact 
slant and an aeoaratus for distillation and hydrogenation under 
pressure (’dHD-Fabrik i.e. nruckhydrieriaig und destination). 

d. Processing plant with alcacide and soda lye washing facilities, 
gas cleaning, gas decomposition ( Gasser le gang) for the production 
of other, and stabilization oquipnent* 

a* Installation processing w:. ; ste water for the production of phenol 
and amaonia 0 


f* Plant laboratory* 

nro ”A-T U gasoline plant for the production of high-quality gasoline 
from isobul^ine # 

h*> Steam and power generatin'^ plant, utilizing crushed coal and colco 
and equippod v/ith a water supply for the steam* 


lu 




Tho construction of the hydrogenation plant wat started an 1939; t5 j° 
olant wont into production at; early as July 19^2 with 30 percent of its 
total plannod capacity. r fhis capacity had boon increased to as nuen as 
70 percent by 12* fay 1 9&., when tto first air raid took place. (5) 

Tho coke problem had not been sufficiently heeded when the hydrogenation 
plant was" alarmed . It ".’as a wellr-known fact that the coke obtained as 
a”by-orcKluct of the slant was not suited, for use in foundries without 
spocial processing. However, it war hoped to rank® some of tins coko 
usable by nixw it v/ith hi h-grade coke from other places ax to sell 
the bulk of the' by-product coke for use in gas-producers and for domestic 
use* Bit all throe of these plans proved fruitless o The buyers ox in- 
dustrial coal refused to have the quality of the good coke lowered by 
such an admixture. The conversion of motor vehicles from the conventional 
«as-ooerated method to tho coke-burning method did not moke the desired 
aro cress, chiefly because the armed forces refused to use coke-burning 
vehicles. The sale of coke for domestic use also made only vary slow 
orogress. Consequently, soon after production had boon started, coke 
dumps began to build up, and tho utilization of these became a constant 
worry. Another problem arose from the fact that toe construction of tne 
actual hydrogenation installation was not proceeding rapidly enougn to 
enable tho plant to convert into yasoline the nedium oil which it nad 
produced. The sale of this surplus medium oil as Diesel oil, however, was 
very difficult because of its -»or quality. A possible solution to boto or 
those Problems was the erection of a synthesizing plant employing two 
Fischer— Troosch method, for such a plant could uso tho surplus coko and 
could oroduce an cxcollont medium oil. Flans for such a plant were massed 
on as far as the central economic planning agency in Oernany but were not 
accented there, subsequently ajqxsrinonfrs were redo with sazif*inG tne 
residual coko i -mediately after the coal had been degassed in the i-urgi 
wis-oarhonizerSo Thotso cxnorinionts , however, w©ro in'tQrrup'toa 
by the continuous air raids bc'p.nninr: after Ilay These air rai ^ s 

solved tho coke oroblen in an unforeseen way, since it was not possible 
to attain a oroduction of over 10 percent of tho capacity. 
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6c This was the situation when the Soviets arrived*, The plant was 

considered war booty,, and at first an order was issued that It prO» 
duce as much gasoline as possible irrespective of economic con- 
siderations* About a week after the occupation* a coroi salon. of 
four persons from the Soviet Uineral Oil Staff arrived from 
Moscow* and the studios of the plant * s actual and potential 
production had to be submitted without delay* The Czechs also 
showed great interest in the hydrogenation plant* and after about 
five weeks the plant was turned over to tlie Czechs as reparations * 
The Soviets had in the meanwhile probably realised that it would not 
pay to transfer the heavily damaged plant to another place* 

?* After a long period of deliberation it /as finally decided that the 
hydrogenation plant be reconstructed co as to have up to 25 
percent of its previous capacity* The plant 1 © DHD installation was 
to bo rohrn.lt but not its gasoline producing facilities* A synthe- 
sizing plant was to be built for the direct processing of 500,000 
tons of cok^ and furnaces of the hydrogenation .riant wore to ba 
converted for tills purpose* All installations not needed for the 
execution of those plans were to be used for the production of 
nitrogen* 


8o At the same time another synthesizing project was being discussed 
at the Czech Ministry of Industry* The coking plant erected near 
Kladno about 1937 had boon originally designed to produce each year 
about 100*000 tons of foundry coke for use especially by the Poldi 
Foundry, This coking plant was to use coal produced in Mor&vska-Ostrava 
mining area* After the plant had been put into operation, it was found 
that the coke was unsuitable for the use originally planned* During 
tho war the coke had been utilized for other purposes, but after the 
war no use could by found for it* The Mini© try of Defense had pre- 
liminary plans drawn up for utilizing this coke in a Fis cher-Tropcch 
type synthesizing installa tion connected with the coke plant * It 
appeared, however, that tho operation of the coke plant would be a 
rather costly affair because of its small capacity and the high freight 
charges paid on its coal supply* It was therefore suggested that the 
cok© plant with its synthesizing installation be transferred to the 
Moravska-Ostrava coal district and that it be enlarged accordingly,, 

This plan was passed on to the Czech Ministry of Industry* 


the original plans for the reconstruction 
of tho Bruex ptiarr& were sound, under Czech management tho plant proved 
to be so uneconoiaical that it eventually b -d to call for a work 
force of 2,000 German specialists and skilled workers plus 2,000 Czechs s « 
Tho Czech management insisted on attaching two or three Czechs to each 
German until, with tho overstaffing in tho administrative and planning 
offices, the Bruax plant had over 10,0QG employees* Because of similar 
conditions in the mining industry, tho price of coal rose noro than 
200 percent, but in tho end the price of coke had to bo reduced in order 
to make it possible to sell the coke at all* Also contributing to the 
failure of the Bruesr. project were the r.evei’al explosions in the gas 
producing plant, the burning out of the car bonisation plants, and t he 
leakages in tho high-pressure plants* The3e |~~ I 

were the result of improper earc and occurred particularly after the 
German specialists had been expelled* Gasoline rose from a competitive 
price of about 8 Czech Crowns to about 56 Czech Crowns* Finally the 
hydrogenation plant in Rruox was shut down and offered for sale, and 
the synthesizing project connected with this plant was abandoned* 

I ] not heard anything of the lioravska-Ostrava project since 


that time, and | | suspects that this project had the same fate as the 
Rruex plant* Lot or, after tho sale of the Bruo& plant had proved to- 
possible, the plant was put into operation again at about 12 percent 
of its capacity, I | this was probably for the sake 
of prestige* (6) 


C0NFI DMIIA& 


25X1 


Approved For Release 2004/01/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006700410001-6 





25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


Approved Fbr f?«^e!sS'2l504/i 


2-00457R00670041 0001-6 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

-4- 


25X1 


i0 * I . 1 in 192*6 the annual Czechoslovakian 

requirements of liquid fuels and lubricating oils amounted 
to about 600,000 tons, 10 percent of which could be supplied 
by domestic sources. (7) The realization of the Br-uex project 
would fiave meant that a little less than I>0 percent of the 

requiresxsnts could have been mat. | Idesoite 

past failure, the Bruex plant cotild be a national asset*. "for 
under German management a 50 percent utilization of the plant 
capacity proved an economic success . 
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Coasaents, 
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( 7 ) 


bee attachment . 

It was originally planned that the installation producing raa 
co be pumped o tot long distances would be completed in three 
stages. At these throe stages the annual output was to be 

and "Bters of city gas 

(Stadtgas). i hG llrst sta S° was completed at tho close of the ‘war, 

JK ?® ct, ? d st “S® t« s “o-ring completion in 19i*5/X9l/6. According to 
the Czech^pross, the installation was to be completed by late 191*0, 
at which uime the annual rate of production wouid be 12? milli on 
cubic meters. J-ho following places are connected to tho long-distance 
? , Koiaotau, Bruex, Teplitz-tSchoenau, Dux, Aussig, Leitmeritz, 

PrS^ Z ta 0dOnbaCh> Tete ? h ? l » w «msdorf, Rumburg, Raichenberg, Gabions, 

Prague, a ague was connected to the line in October 19l*7„ 

pl f lt *"2 desi ^ ied to iiavo eventually a total annual 
* , . * • Bullion tons of gasoline . A pipe-line connects the hydro— 

T^ a ^^p Pl i ni + t0 + hS i Uel stora S e depots of Hnevice near Raudnitz. 

The power plant not only supplies current to the plant itself lout 
also supplies additional power to the network of the Eifidle-Boheraian 
power plants (Ervenice/beestadl), the network of the North-Bohemian 
stations (: lokolov/Fa Ikenau) , and to the network of the former 
North-Bohemian lignite mines. 

according to previous information the maximum production attained prior 
to the beginning ol the air raids amounted to 1,700 tons of fuel oor 

the ; eSctcT^'apacity! 1;OUt 5 °° i000 tons P 01 " ^ ear or ab ™t 70 percent of 

For early 1&6 an o utput of about 700 tons of tel per day was reported 
L__ — l xQr the Brucsc plant, . The target at that time v/as 

dliZlftl ,? y , pr< 3d " c ^ iGn of 1 »200 tons. Available informtion in- 

catos that this barget had not boon reached by the fall of iQ^n u v An 
daily output was estinatod at between OOQ and 1*000 tons*, which is 

S^hTbit- 1 ^ 1 ! mu - 1 °c tpUt f fron 2 ^°° 0 t0 300,000 tons. Apart 
Soducin- £! ?air °f Trar d ^ es ** ths expansion of the plant 

<*“•» tf. be - ,um - 3atJ over long distances and the long-distance 
pipe line, no otner expansion work lias been carried out at the hydro- 
aonaxion plant in Bruox/Oborleutonsdorf (Eost/Zaluzi). 5 

was C n,;ut%00 So ** W 1 laBart o£ ^al oils and derivatives 

W,aX> to 6 °’ 000 *”> W r^iiSStToSu 

not be meu and economy measures were therefore necessary. 


1 Annex; 1 -Production plan of Bruex plant. 
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